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Enels V(1) O9%h Marinos WROU ; DALE NORTHﬁ4§;und ory affectlve
1LBLE00H Aug 63 overle or, Annex A (Opsration Overlay)
6o Frog Orcder 92~683: /9th¢Mhr1nes A’ effective
)JfYOOu, Aug 08 Overlay; #9th Moxixs A0 offective”
°h0uﬂ Sep 55 Overloy:®£na Andex 4 to Freg O.
L j,t‘-—*.'é ¢ , o

l? 12 J?orcpior LA CASTER TROUoDALu/mROUSDﬁLE NORTH.
2¢ Dofo of Opevasion, 2?10 OSH Aug to 08095H Oct 68
3e¢ Iocation. Horihwestern QUANC TRI Province end within the

Sy A K st

soutnuyu voundary of the LMZ,

be Tasi Orgonization,

9%h Marines (Rein} Col BARROW
st Pn, 9%h Mar _ I5Col COLLETON (27 Aug~28 Sep)
' Ma j DIVEGER (29-30 Sep 68)
: LtCol SMITH (1~8 Oct 28
2nd Ba, 9th Man LtCol INICHT (27 Aug-l5 Se
: o Me J SISLEY (16 Sep-g Oct 6
3d Ba, Sth Mar LtCol LAMONTAGNE
0 A, AT Piw, G M Capt FLOCD
2nd Bn, 26th Mar I:C(L SPARKS
lei Bn, lhih Nar Lol GALBRATPH
2nd Ba, 34 Mor 0ol DAVIS (27 22 Sep)
- LiCol CHEN (23 Sep?
2nd I, 12%h Mar L3l SCOPPA
Go ¢, 3d Ingr 3a Lt RICE (27 Aug-20 Sep)

Capt MILLS (21 Sep-8 Oot)

ch ad Genmepel Support Units.

“ives ~ General Support
(e Ses artillery (paragraph 5B)

(2) 2ad B, 12th Marines - Direct Support

<

(2} Ses artillery (paragraph 5B)

(3) Co ¢, 24 En gineer Eatte]won ~ Direct Support.

(e) Compeny "C", 3d Ingineer Battalion providad
close combat support Cor the 9th Marines Regt (Rein) during
Operation LANCASTER TROUSDAIT and LANCASTIR TROUSDALE NOR'PHa
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Support consisted of construction of fire support bases, landing
zones, destruction of enomy bunker compleXes, disposal of enomy
ordnmeoe ond various otho r enginoor tasks. During the operation’
it is ostimated that over 26,095 1lbs of explosives were utilized.

This oporation alm introduced tho use of helicopter transportablo

gractbrs {Caso 150 modol) far tho construction of fire support
0SCB, : '

(L) 3d Motor Tronsport Battalion ~ Gonoral Support.

(2) PFirst Plotoon, Compony &, Third Motor
Tronsport Bottalion is in dircet support of tho 9th Marines,
This Plotoon providod vohiclos for toétioal and cdministrotive
troop movoments, rosupply and "houschold" commitments as
roguired, Additional vchicles on o "as required" bosis wors
provided by * Third Marino Division Motor Tronsport 7
Battalion, "Suppoert hns been satisfoctorys

be Artillory oand Fipe Support Coordination.

(1) Artillory Support.

(a) Artillery -support during Operation LANCASTER
TROUSDAIR /LANCASTER TROUSDAIE NORTH was provided by 2nd Bn,
12th Marines (Rein) which wes in Direct Support of the 9th
Morines. (Rein)., Ceneral Support end reinforcing fires wore
provided by the l2th Marines, Centralized tactical énd technical
fire direction was employed throughout the operation. —
Computation of firing data was primarily manual due to failure
of the FADAC genorator, Over 90% of all fires wére high angle -
dup to the mountainous terrain and jungle canopy.

(b) A total of 61,135 rounds of artillery

emmunition were expended as followss p
: - { J LEREIREN ,
107 2523} Py
155 3,707 =
8" 22l TN

(c.) 2Artillery preparations and adjust fire missions
were delivered in support of infantry operations. Other fire
included an active program of harassing fires, mortar :
suopression, artillery supnression, and flak suppression programs,
Additlonally an Arc Light back-up proparation was planned end
fired, ' : ' . '

(d) Direct Support artillery was positioned at
FSB ILRJEUNG, F3E BLACK, I"SB SANDY, FSB BIRD, FSB WINCHESTER,
and THON SQJ7 LAM, General Support and Reinforcing artillery
wag positioned at FSB VINCEESTUR, FSB BIRD, FSB FETE and
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THON SON IAM, Position aress were selected to enable all -
fiping units $o fire into the DMZ in support of the 9th Marinose

| {e) The 2nd Bn, 12th Merines (Rein) at one timo
included five 105mm Howitzer Battorios and two 155mm Howitzer
Batverions, all pogitioned on FSBs! end all dependent. upon
Lellcoptor support. Roinforcipng fires worc provided by &
platoon of 8" Howitzor md a platocn of 155 Guns. 2nd Bn, 1l2th
Marincs Heoadguartors was located near tho 9th Marines
Headquarbsers, initially at VCB ond subsoquontly at FSB WINGH ESTER

(2) Firo Supnor's Coordinaotion.

f2) ™iro Supwnort Coordination Conters woro
maintaincd at caoch infontry battoiion, Clearance of firos ond
control of intergrated alr and ortillory missions was:
accomnlished at tho 9th Marines FSCC, Whon practical, control
was pasdcd to lower lovols ucging "At my Commond" mothod of
control. -Saveo-vlanc informotion wos passed to TF HOTEL,
Blankot Savea-vlancs were obtained to cnableo artillery units
positioned at ISR BIRD, FSB PETE, ond THON SON LAM to fire
through 3d Marincs airspaco into tho 9th Marines A0 with
minimum doley, Tire Support Coordination was camplicatod by
tho numbor of units supportcd ond by the scheme of manouvor.
Up to six infrntry battalions wero cmployed at ono timo angd
conveorgence of forccs dictated thoat some missions bo firod
thot worc "Dangor Close" to olomonts of two infontry battalions
ot ono timo, Alshough spon of control wes stroined with six
manouvor cloments, it was considercd more cffoctivo from an
PSC vicwpoint to maintain control by ono regimontal hoadquartors
thoroby Tocilitating tho cloaranco of firocs within a recasonablo
timo framo, than to placo two rogimental heodquarters widor a
Task Force which inhorently rosults in long deloyss

o, Alr Support.

(1) Pized Wing Sumport.

(2) Attack air contributod significontly to the
guccoss of the oporction, Most notoworthy was tho oxccllont
to outstonding rcsponso by "scromblo air", "Sercmble alr" was
utilizod oxtonsively to cover those targots not hit bocousec pro=
planncd air cssets were not avoilaéble in sufficient quantity,
Attack air-umpa used in the preparation of five landing zones
and against numerous grourid targets. A€ coverage and tactleel
air controlwcre excellent, TPQ coverage was considered less
than adequate. During the period of 17 Sep to 8 Oct 68, a
total of 243 TPQ strikes were requested and only 105 targets
struel, -
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There wore four TPQ drops within this same period, which were
off btarget end landed within close proximity (500 meters) of

friendlies, Other Fixed Wing Support consisted of Arc Light

drops, flare ship support end C=117 "Spooky" missiona

(b) A total of 299 close air support missions
were flowm,., BDA 13 lisbed as followst .

13 KBA (confirmed)
13 kBA (probable)
"1 Truck and rovotment destroyed
107 Bunkers destroyed ™~ 57
15 Bunkeras damaged ", . ..
130 moters of tronch line destroyed
. 12 Structures dostroyed
2 A/M positions destroyed
. 2 Rockot positions destroyed
-7 Fighting holes ‘destroyed -
5 Secondary explosions
9 Secondary fires . -, .~
t. 68

le) & tetalzoﬁélgg missions were flown
dod of 27 Auge 8 06 O e 3

ox in

(d) Tactical air Qbsorvcfs flow 266 missions,
flylng 40O hours in supports” . .
SRR S ”{9)”59-139'an§ C~117 flaré‘shipé flow 22 support
missions. U N L 3

| () 0-117 "Spooky" gunships flew'9 support
missions resylting in ono seccondary explosion, .

(g) 1l frc Light missions wewe flown;

(2) Holicoptor Support.

' () Tactical and logistical helicoptor support
was outstanding,” Othor holicoptor support consigtod of.
Medovac missions, BH~1E gunships in an attack role end limitod
C & C support, Holicoptor utilization is shown bolow.

5ol CHALS
61 CH-53
12 ¢
'5  CH~Sh
7T UH=3lL

286 TUH~1E
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. (b) A total of 6 210 troops, 9 artillery
‘botuO;LO“ and aditendent 70flstlcel supplies were lifted during
this operation,

. {ec) A total of 136 Medevac missions were flowm
evacuating GO personnel. 20 of these missions were flown at
night cvacating 67 porsonnel,

(d) UH-iI gunships flow 16 attack misscions
resulting in two scecondary exnlosions,

(3) Recomncndaticng.

(a) That C&C aireraft be more readily avail-
able to the rcaquesting ground coruender. Phis requirement is
indlispensable whero units arc widelwy separatod.

(b) That morc »rc-planned Lll ‘hts of attack air
be alloted on an operation of thils magnitude. i '

(¢) That a dilijent effort be maintainod to
eliminaté human and mcchenical crrors in the exocution of TPQ
migsions. ~ e

6. Lntclll SCNCO o

"Q‘-

2. DIstimatc of onomy siftuation prior to oporations.

(1) Intolllﬁencc indicated that the 320th HVA
Division had rocovorod from its scverc 108scs of Spring 1968
ard had movod from Forth Vietnam to the Central DMZ arca, Its
conmand and coutrol clements, division hoadquartors, probably
romained North of tlhe BIIT HAL River whil ntry battalions
of tho 6uth Regimont @pcratcd to tho Boud and in tho vicinity
of tho 9th Morinos A0, Additionally, clomonés of tho 5end
fegiment worc Imown to bo oporating in the projocted L0, while
tho :8th Rogiment was unlocated ané probably in a r01nforc1ng
0031ticn in the DMZ, XNs8toworthy is that tho arca of onorationt,
long unpenctrated by Allicd Porces, was thouzht to contain-
lorge caches of ammunition and supnlics prepositioncd for
a monsoon orffensive.

b, Incur Units Idontifiod during tho opeémation.

. 1) Captured documcnts indicatcd $het ¢leomonts
of the followin: units had hoon or worc opcrating in the HUI TIS
PG and HUTL B2 L0 arcas: the 308th, 320th, 325th dnd the

325thC VA Divisions. Of $hosc the 320th Diwision was confirmoed.
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The others probably had been in and through the area in the

past and hod weroly left evidence of Choly passage. POJst
captuked dieplayod a wniférm lack of Imowledgé of their unlt;
howover, intorrogation emd other relatod ‘sourcas proved °
oonelusivoly thoe prosonoy of. tho 320th Division. It now appoars
that the oporﬂt on JSO..‘I' 'rntorruptoc«uhc pr'ocoss of relicf of
_vthn J?nd nQQ*HOPh by tho Sth RO&gant. ;

Qﬁ M NOG)@(‘C

-.numv-

(1) Intol ligcm‘) .,uurw\s wriop to and during the
oporation woro APD, SLAR and IRg ters 0t lists from PIU
intelligence roportsg PO Inpeprsofctitis and document
tronelotiont frowm Lhe G Wor Div. :

de, Contacts.

(1) Conteots during the oporation woro numerous and
ch wracterizod calefly by br*ci, intense cngogoment s with cnomy
oorgunrd olomnts os fllondly units moved along tlhp razor
bacl,cd ridgclincs., Usually, tho contact took place in aroas
whore oncmy supply coches wore lator discovored, md took tho
form of cormmand detonatod DHwl0Q mines followed by small arms,
AMTYE Lipc v vl nepboy Bixrce s Tho anany broko contact whon

the mogsivo weight of c'1,1pm.)):"c:.ng armg wos brought to bear,
sufrorlng ‘hoavy cnsualtices 1n oach contact,

0s Tecrrain ond Woothor.

{1) ™Tho torrain is 'charscterized by densoly junglod,
sharply contourocd mountains, Double ond triplo canopy is
prevalent throughout tho aroa of oporotions, The monsoon and
rain, totaling up to 25 inchos during ono L day period,
hompered to Sot10 pxtent fricndly opcrﬂtﬂons. Low cloud covor
and high mountaln peaks combinod to mako resupply difficult at .
tlmc?. :

7, lissions

0, LANCASTIR TROUSDALE, AD LeHour on D~Day, 9th Maorinos
sonducts o boattalion l Lliborno agsoult in tho LANCASTER ITI AO
to gock cub and doubroy the cnemy, his supply caches and
Infiltration foeilitics whilo concurrontly cvolucting tho
cffoculvcnoq of tho Arc Light strilkos,

be LAECASTER TROVEDLLE NORTH. At LnPour on D-Day, oth
Marinog concucue o two battolion holiborno assault south of tho
EEN HAI Rivor supportcd by n ono battalion gx'ound attack north
from the CAM LO Riveor, to cock out and destroy the ocnany, his
supply caches and infiliration routes while concurrently

7 SECRET
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cvaluating tho offcetivonoss of the Are Light strikoss two
presontly cormitted infentry battalions continuwe cloaring
operetions in the southern ond wostern portion of tho 9th
Morinos AO in order to find fix, dostroy or captuxc tho ocnomy
and his suppllos.

8« Contont cf Oporotions. In Opcration LANCASTIR TROUSDALE,
two hattclions conduct o heliborne asscult inte the NUL TIA
PONG ond WUT BA LAO arcas northwost of THON SON LAM, Imphosis
is placed on cxtensive scarch md destroy oporatiohs botn in
tho high ond low ground, Subscguont to tho initial lmmdings,
a third bottalion is inscrtod further north, in the arca of
opcrations, to cxploit that scctora

With tho oxponding of LANCASTIR TRCUSDIAE to LANCASTER

- TROUSDLAL NRTH, two battalions conduct a heliborne assault
into tho Domilitarized Zono (DMZ), just south of tho HAX
Rivor ond immediatoly attack south, A total of 6 bettalions
aro involved ond tho I romoining work oxtensively in assigned
AOt's just bolow tho DMZ.

Hoavy crtillory prop firocs ero schodulod: in and around tho
proposod londing zonos in thoe DMZ a8 woll as six Are Lights,
Ono hour after tho finnl Arc Lighty, tho first flight of
helicoptors will touch down with the initial wave of troopse.
Moximum attention is placod on uso of supporting arms in™ -
conjuction with ground contoect, finding and fixing tho anamy,
his lincs of communications, muniticns and supply caches,
ovaluotion of frc Lights, ond construction of londing zonos
ond firo support boscs (FSB).

With the onlar;cd scopo of thoe oporation and tho large
numboyxy of battalions plus supporting units involved, tho 9th
Marines Commeomd Post will displaco to a forward location to
onhrnece controi and communications.

9. _Exccution.

22 fuoguss  Oth Meorincs Opcrotion Ordor 9e68 promulgated tho
cnoration. Originally schedulod to start 25 Aug,

eomionsod 27 Aug,

27 August Ft 0810F,. 9th Morinoa cssuned OPCON of 2/9, At
1005H, Onoration LANCASTHR. TROUSDAIE commoncod as
G/279 ywas helilifted into  LZ MARS, Helilift
crmplcte ot 1105H, At 1132H, H/2/9 holilift into
T7 TH0 compleoted. No contact, Atv 1300H, 9th
Merines assumed OPCOM M,I/3/9, At 1345Hy E/2/9
holilift imto LZ AMITS vieinity XD 915546 rocoivod
hooavy ground firo, 1 CH~l|6 shot down in LZ ARIES,
Tdo’ other Ch~-lbHls rocoived battlo damago.

8 SECRET
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25 hug

29 Avg

31 Aug

01 Sep

02 Sop

03 Sop

¥o casualties, At P20H, remainder of 2/9 helilift
completed into IZ LEO. At 1L35H, E/2/9 in LZ ARIES,
while using UH~1E punships in sn attempt to supnress
ereny fire receéived a pod of rockets in their perimeter
fram a gunsihip. Results 2 USHMC KIA and 2 USMC VIAE. )
A% 1ELT7H, 1/9 helilift inTo LZ MOON and EARTH cormienced,

At 1T29H, 1/9 helilift completed with no contact,

At L520H, K/3/9 was chopped OPCON 3/9,

Lt 0915F, Bravo Commmand Group and E,H/2/9 commenced )
helilift from T2 LEO to LZ IRYPTON. Completed at 1O0LSH,.

A%t 1200H, I/37/9 chopped OPCON TF HOTEL,

Lt 1058H, {lying crene dolivepring bulldozer at FSB
SANDY, wie XD 21.0%6l, failed to locate dozer correctly
on LZ., Dozer rolled dom side of mowtein approximately
75 meters, Ths dozer is inoperable at this time, snd- -
requires major repairs, At 1105H, F/2/9, vic XD 895538,
nade contact with wnlmown size eneany force. Following
massive artillery and air proeps the enemy position was
assaulted, Rosulbing in L USMC KIA, 16 USMC WIAE,

1 USKC WIANE, 20 NVA KIA, G TUC end 3 CSWO. .

At OT700H, 3/2/9 squad patrol, made contact with approx=
imately 10 NVA wic XD 923552 They roturned S/A fire

and adjustod §lmm mortars. Rosults as followss 1 USHMC -
KIA, 6 USMC WIAE, 1 USMC WIANG and 5 NVA KIA, At 1630Hy
G/2/9, viz ZD 37538, point ciements receivod 1 chicom
gronade and saw’ L NVA, They roturmed S/A firo and called
in 81lmm mortars. Results: 3 USMC WIAE.

At 1730H, B/2/9 vic XD 91056l roceived 21 82mm rownds.
Resultes 23 USMC WiAl, At 1800H, M/3/9 chopped OPCON

to T HOTIT 5Tho passcd OPCON to CG, 3@ Mar Div, - At

- 1620H, TP HOTEL asswmed OPCON of K/3/9 fram CG, 3d Mar

Div znd naesod 0¥CON to Lith Mar same DTG,
At OTWEE,. T/279 patrol vie XD 924549 engaged 3 NVA with

(e

S/A., Rosults L 9VA TIA. A% 1800H chopped OPCON A/1/9
to "F Hormn, AU IUS0H, assumed OPCOM K/3/9 from TF HOTEL,

~D
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08 sep

06 Sepv

At 12L5H, G/2/9 vicinity XD 879537 while checking
out a trail found 2 NVA KIA approximately 3 to I
davs old,. :

Af 1730H, assumed OPCON M/2/9 from TF HOTEL.

2/9 establishad new LZ's, vicinity XD 909537
designated LZ NEPTUN% and vicinity XD 886537,
dosignated L2 URAWUS. At 1100H, 3/2/9 vicinity

XD £82537 while searching and destroying bunkers,

a marine tripped a booby trap resulting in 2 USMC WI

C/1/9(-); helilift from LZ LEJEUNE to LZ PLUTO,
was completed at 1000H .and at same DTG C/1/9
chopped OPCON to 2/9, At 1310H, H/2/9, vicinlty
XD 912562, received 10 rounds 122mm rockets and

20 82mm mortar rounds. The rounds impacted within
the lines causing 9 USMC WIAE. An AO on station
ohserved one enemy position and controlled fixed
wing and artillery.

At O945H, @¢/2/9 patrol, vicinity XD 873537,

trippsd one command dstonatsd mine and received
sniper fire. Results: 2 USMC WIAE, At 0950H,
helilift of 3/9 to LZ WINCHAZSTER commenced and was
complsted at 1155H, At 1000H, assumed OPCON of
A/1/9 from TF HOTZL, At 1100H, L/3/9, vicinity XD
904588, recesived S/A fire and RPG!'s, They returned
S/A fire. Results: 2 NVA KIA. At 1130H, B/2/9

. patrol, vicinity XD TES55Y2, tripped a command

do tonated mine and received 8/A fire. The patrol
roturned S/A fire and adjusted artillery on the

enemy position. Results: 1 USMC KTA USMC WIAE -
AND § NvA KIA. 4t 1L19H, K737€F§IEI§§%§'KE“B§7B§7,
was fired upon by an Army gunship. The fire appearer
to come from the right door gun. The gunship

did rot check in on 3/9's air net. Results: NBC
WIAE., At 1500H, K/3/9, vicinitg XD 904588 recelved
S/K fire from vicinity XD 892588, They returned
8/A fire. At 1945H, K/3/9, reported contact
broken., During contact they received several 60mm
mortar rounds impacting within their position,
Counter mortar flre accounted for one enemy mortar
ndestroyed and crew killsd. Results of contact:

3 USMC KIA, 19 USMC WIAE, and 23 _NVA KIa,
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11 Sep

12 Sep

13 Sep

14 Sep

15 Sep

At 0930H, 7/2/9, vicinity XD 880579 made contact
with undetermined size NVA element wellldug in.
The enemy Initiated the contact with command detone
ated claymores and small arms fire. AOQ on station
observed ons A/W position and well used trail
system. 2/9 called artillery and ran fixed wing
strikes, Results: 2_USMC WIAE from cleymores.
CP/2/1/9 helilift to VUB compieted at 1300H.

A/1/%2 chopped OPCON to 1/9 at 1200H, M/3/9
vicinity XD 817588, while searching bunkers, found
1 wva YIA, At 1800H, #/2/9 vicinity XD 85354,

—

‘found T human hand aprarently amputated recently.,

At 1830H, €/1/9, vieinity XD 897984, found grave
with ? WA KIA, ‘
At 1COOH; chooped OPCON 1/9(-), to TF HOTEL. At
1030E, hslillft of E/2/9 from LZ KRYPTOV to

LZ NEPTUNE and LZ URANUS was started and comple ted-
at 1205H. At 1300H, F/2/9 patrol, vicinity 852549,
obssrved 2 NVA running down trail vicinity XD
850550 and took under S/A fire. Shortly after, a
mine was tripved by friendly troops. Results:

1 USMC ETA end 1 USMC WIAE, At 1330H, L/3/9,
patro] vicinity XD 892586, was hit by a command
detonated mine followed by S/A fire from an
eatimated NVA squad well dug in with machine gun.
L/3/9 returned fire with S/A and artillery.
Results: 2 USMC KIA, 6 USMC WIAE and 2 NVA KA,

At 1200H, F/2/9, vicinity XD 850550, encountered

an NVA squad in 3 bunkers and received A/W and S/A
fires They roturned firs and called in artillory

on enemy escape routes, Contact results: 1 USMC -
KIA, 3 WIAE, At 1800H, I/¥9, vicinity XD BB6587,
walked into a command detonated mine causing |

1 USHC WIANE. As they commonced to move again,

they received another command detonated mine resul t-
ing in 2 USMC WIAE, |

At 131FH, 1/9 chovped OPCON to 9th marines and
prepared to conduct omarations within new AO.

2 platoons of 1/9 remainad with 3d Marines to provide
security for € ineh guns and will be chonrad

backsd to 9th Marines at 1600H,

At 0%10H, helilift of H/2/9(~) from LZ KRYPTON to
FSB BLACK was started, Completed at 0735H, At
0735H, helilift of D/1/9 from FSB BLACK to VCB
was start:d and complsted at 1820H,

11 .
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At 0BOOH,” 2/26 choppsd OPCOY to 9th Marines,

A% D%00H, 1/l chopved OPCON to 9th Marines,

AL 12301, ¥/3/9, vieinlty XD 874575, orserved 5
ML S oven. Fired artillsry mission resulting in
3 W4 KIAs - At 132CH, L/3/9, vieinity XD 88278§,
POint elements received cne command de tonated

C WISk, At 1330H,

¢lagimere resulsing in 2 USHC WILK.
L7379, vicinity XD 802585, veeaivad S/a fire from
bunker complex and returnsd five, Results: NVA

Ii: The 9th Merlnes CR was helilifted to LZ- T

WIUSTER &t 1M00He At 1520H B/2/26 vicinity

AD 901610 received a total of 15E pounds of 8 2inm

~

mortaz insoming From XD 906617, 1M 897620, xp

906525 end XD 662617, resultine in 2; USMC XIa,
23 WLAP and 11 YIAWS, At 1600H, L/3 9, vicinity
AWC8LhA5, Found 110 buniers and 27 WVA KIA.

\

LAY CO5EE, 1/9 wasz helilifteq into their assigncq
L0¢ AL 10000, whils helilifting 1/9 eloments in.
to vicinlty XD 908475, the chopners recsivsd
ground firs, A0 ran fixed wing on susnected enemy
position with good tanget coverage., At 1017H,

1/l leed elements wers b3lilifted into their
assigned A0, 4t 11169, 2/26, vicinity XD 902610,
received 13 rounds B2mm from northcast. Results:

L USHC WIAR, A+ 1155, 1/9, vicinity 916686,

providing sceurity For downed CH-li6, receivéd 1
rounc unkpown tyvs artillars dud from the north,
At 1209H, 1/9 Vzginity XD 9§}675, observed 25 NVA
in the vieinity of xp 913683, They initiated ‘
S/A {iro gnd an artillszry mission. Results:

2; NA DA, At 1330H, a UB~1% helicovter bound far
ZWTTCHESER from VBB, hit a tree and crashcd
approximately 200 moters south of L7 WINCHZ: TER ,
Casualiies included BrigGen CHIP, LtCol KNIGHT,"
tho wide ard 3 crow members, At 1338, B/1/9,

viclalty X 908655, obsarved enomy movsment.’ They
calied for artilleyyvresulting in 4 NVA KIA, .
At 1010H, 1/9 vieinity XD 90958l;, observed 3

NVA in cpene. 4 snfpof“tmok.undef'firﬁiresﬁitiﬁg'"
in 1 WTAC KTR o= A SV ILL6H, A71/9,viéinity 913683
observed}ﬁﬁg%FEA in open. edd tbpk'thembunden

fire nlus initiated an artillery mission resulting
in 2 NVA KIA, At 14SoH, 2/26, vicinity XD 901601,
receivad b7 rounds’ 2um from GS 9062, Results:
3 USMC WIam, At 1500H, 1/9 vieinity XD 908600,
Ob3crved an unfnow: nimber of NVA north of the BEN
JAL River. Celled for and received 6 flights of
fixed winm, Resultss: 1 secondary explosion and

85 A KIE, - T |
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At 1900H, €/1/9, vicinity XD 912673, received 1-
82mm round, Resulting in 3 USMC KIA, At 19C0H,
2/26, viecinity XD ©01611, roqeivéa_ﬂg rounds 82:m
mortars. Results 1 USMC XTA, 11 USMC WIAER. At 191K¢
1/9 vicinity XD 918637, took 15 rounds unlkitovn cal.

- Results: § USMC WIAE. At 1916H, H/2/26, vicinity

XD 90261l, was probsd by an estimated NVA squad.
Tngaged the enemy with S/A, Results: 1 USMC KIA
and 12 USMC WIAZ, .

At 0900H, 1/l, vicinity XD 948672, made S/A
contact with 2 different crouvs of NVA (2 NVA in

each group) Results: 1 NVA POW, At 1530H, 9th
Mar assumed QPCON of 273, 4G 1615H, 1/3/9,
vicinity XD 8i70%66, received 3 rounds 60mm, 3.
command detonatsd claymorss, and MG fire, Results:
3 USMC KIA, 3 U3MC WIAR, : -
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At 08171{, CP/g./9, XD 916668, 55k 1 round friendly 8%
artillery resulting in 1 USMCNBCE.. -At O915H, G/2/3, v
vie,XD,925626, point olomcatwmegescontact with unlnown
NYSAKEAS. At 1700H, 1/9 vie
X! 93.9693 &nd XD 922678, received:gbout 20 rounds’ ‘82mm-
mopt Ay i':.ré,, They countered-with artillery and fixed
wingien: /KDY922678, Resultasid USMCUIAE, 1 Scout dog
VIA, 10 NVA'KIA, At 1800H, G717, vic XD 938665
rece ved & CHLoU HOI. &A% l9L;.5H, r/2/26, vie XD 90L635,
received 3 rounus suspected friendly artillery., Results:
SMC MBC KIX pnd 3 USMC HBC WIAE, At 192100H to -
%OOGOﬁﬁ B/1/L detected strong enemy movement on their
lines und received 23 chicom grenades, 7 RPG rounds and
numerous.S/A.fire, They returned fire with S/A, mortar
and artfmllwy. Results. U"MC» LIIAQ and 1 USMC U Iz;I\TE.

At 0900H, I"/2/26, vie XD 903637 , observed 10 NVA welling
neax the perlmeter. ‘T Co fired at the enemy and
received ' fire in return, "Results 2 NVA KIA. At 1220,
5,H,CP/2/3, vie XD 938268, received A/W Tire and M«79
flre from vic XD 939629 Results: USMC WZI and 1
USMC UIANE. ‘'F/2/26 was helilifted %mm IANCHEY +to
He A% W420H, F/2/3, vic XD 925626 killed 6 -
NVA and captured 1 NVA, At 1500H, G/2/9, vic XD 880527,
Towad L. gravoe. “Rosultss L2 NVA KIA. At 1630H, P/2/3,
vie XD 92 626, found 11 NVA KIL Irom supporting arms,
on trgil, At 2015H, T,] , vie XD 938627, XD
925626 roceived px'obes on 30% of their lines. The unit
also roceived 30 60mm mortar rounds. Results: 15 USMC

At 0900!} k;e} 1ift of 2/9(e-), to VCB conmenced and was
orplotad ab 1200H, At 12008, 2/9 chopped OPCOH to TF
o 8179, wi0 4D 903660: Pound
addit “igrayes containing a-total of 96 NVA
; QH, *D/1/9;" .uound one mass grayve wit h .
902659, 'At 1600H, E/2/3 vie XD
erod S/A ‘and heavy 4/W fire, 'Rosultss”
OH, ¢/2/26, lead" elements, vie XD 893638,
y MG and REG- flre They immodiately
Results' 1 NVA IA 1 USMC WILSE and

rotiirnod i‘ire
.’.-L USHC ‘W IAIIE .

At 1220H, I/3/9 patrol vie XD 878595, observed 2 VA
in tho open, and. oponed fire: resultlng in 2 NV XIA,
At l).,.lSH, B/2/26, vic XD 893636, found a battalion
glzo base camp -vic XD 890636. ’kt 17008, L/3/9, vic XD
862591, . aftcr an artlllery prep, scarched area i‘md:.ng

1Z IW!J ALI
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Lt 0930H, 3/9 squad patrol, vic XD 862591, initiated
contoet with an estimated NV. squad, ond rcceoived -
approximatoly L0 rounds 60rm mortar from viec T 852593,
Rosults: 3 USMC WiiD, At 11300, X/3/9, vie XD 387603,
aftor artilliery prop, found parts of bodics for 6 NVA
&A. At 1300H, 1/, vic D 957676, obsorved 1 HVE pop
up md opened firec with S/A for 1 NVA KIA., At 1500H,

L/3/9, viec XD 862592, scarched dron or intonso artillory

prep and found 8 NVA 'KIi. A4t 2400H, 2/9 will bo chopped
OPCON to 9th Marimos, 4t 2100H, 1/L and 2/3 will bo
choppod OPCON to 3d Marinos,

At 1550H, H/2/9(&), vic XD 926547, roccived firc from
vnlmown size NV. unit ond returmod fire., Rosuliss
10 USMC WIiE, 3 NV4 XI4 and 3 USNC. KIhs

At 1800H, D/1/9, vie XD 890652, found 2 graves with
2li bodios in oach. Rosults:vgé gVA TLe CP,E/2/9
woro heliliftced from VCB to 3B SiANDY. I/3/9 was in
sporcdic contaet at 1800H. Tho éontact devolopod
rosulting in 16 NV. KI., 2 USMC KIA and 9 USMC WILAE.

Lt 06L5H, I1/3/9, vie XD 856592, rcecivod 20 rounds 60mm
nortors from the northirost ccousing USMC WIiDe, A%
0815H, helilirt of F/2/9, from VCB to LZ FOX, . conmcnocd
and was complcted ot 0930H, At 0930H, I/3/9 vic D
855591, rocoived 8 105mm crtillory short rounds firod
by I'/2/12. Results: 7 HBC XI.L and 11 NBC WIAR and X
NBCIis At 1030H, B/179, vic XD 9176LL, copturcd 1 LiVi.
£t 12)0H, holilift of G/2/9 was started ond complcotod.
et U1H, 4t 184SH, I/3/9, vie XD 851592, found ono 5
day old gravo for o total of 2l NVL KIi.

At 1120H, I/3/9, vic XD 955593, trippod a booby trappod
DHE~10 mino., Rcsults: 6 USHMC WIAB. At 11L5H, D/1/9,
vie XD 88365l, cngoged scuad sizoc cnomy oclemont, The
oxchmgo of S/A fire rcsultod in 1 USMC KIs, 1Q USME
YUIAE ond ) WV.L POW. 4% 1300H, B/I/9, vic XD JI00LO,

obsorved 2 RV running down o tprail and took thom
under fire rosulting in 2 UV KiA, B/1/9 then observed

10 more NVA and fired 8lmm mortar mission plus artillery

for 2 more VA ITA. At 1300H, CP/1/9, vic XD 92642,
reccived probe Ifrom an unknown size NVA element,
resulting in 6 USMC WIAE., At 15)0H, D/1/9, vic XD
89265l., received S/& and AA! fire and returned fire
with organic weapons and fired an  artillery mission .
resulting in 8 NVA XTA, At 1600H, I/3/9, eloment vic
XD 851595, found 9 NVA bodies in 3 graves. At 1800H,
H/2/9, vie XD 925506, Tound L NVA bodi.
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01l Oct

02 Qct

03 Oct

ol Oct

05 Oct
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At 1139H, D/1/9, XD 891652, captured 1 IVA POW. At
11458, 1/3/9 patrol, viec XD 851593, following contact

found 18 NVA KIA» Friendly casualtiess 1 USHC WIAE and
8 UIAME, A% 1500H, D/1/9, vic XD 888642 was taken under

Tire with A/T end 3/A, They retumed fire with M«~60,
M~26 and S/A for 2 NVA XJA. At 1630H, I/3/9, vic
XD 852593, round G well constructed bunlkers, 2 with

blood on them and 1 with 3 NVA XIA,

CP,F,G,H/2/9 helilifted to VCB at O830H, At O9QLOH,
1/9%s commanding officer was WBCE with the X0 taking
comand of the battalion. A&t 1900H, A/1/9, viec X
912512, made contact with unknown size NVA unit resulting

in 3 USMC XIA end 6 USHC UIAL.

At 1715E, A/1/9, vic XD 903636, found 1 NVA XIA.

At O700H, 3/9 helilift to VCB with X/3/9 moving into FSB

WINCHESTER (FSBW) for security for artilléry battery:
Chopned FSBW security to 9th Mar ot 0900H, At 09Q00H,
cormericed helilift orf 2/26, Chopped 2/26 to 3d Mar at
11003, At O945H, 9th Mar B Command Group was lifted
fromi FSHEW to VCB, At 1200H, 9th Mar assumed OPCON of

2/9. C/1/9 vic ZD 88060 received approximately 25 82mm

nortor rounds, Called artillery mission on XD 865603,

Resultss 1 USMC WIANE, At 1L315H, assumed OPCON 3/l(~).

At 1500H, 2/1/9 vie XD 903637 observed

3l NVA running

to SW, Called artillery mission, Resultsg 6 NVA XIA,

At 1900H, A/1/9 received approximately

25 82m moﬁtar

rowmds from XD 911642 md heard movement viec XD 901638,

Returned fire with lym mortars end artillery. Results:?

N

6 USMC IIBCE, 1 WIAE,™

At OBOOH, 2/1/9 helilifted from their present position
to Dattalion Objective 2, completed at 0920H.

Lt 0930H, 1/9 vic XD 8776l2 found 5 bunkers and 1 §2m
wortar pit with 20 82mm mortar rounds alresdy destroyed

by artillery firo.

£/1/9 arrived at ‘Regt Objective B at 13C00H with negative
st - :

ehcmy registance. Ono planc LZ completed at that

position by 1800H and nmned CATALINA,

CP with 1/9(w)

holilist from lmding zone ARK vic XD 883638 to IZ

BEAVER viec XD 8626l5. Coplotod 1725H.
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At lSOOH, A/1/9 vie XD uSOéhé found trail rumning oast
to wos%t not rocently uscd, 1 hoad (défecator), 1 bhottle
whi%o pDJ¢M, (533) With.qdp on piile Lt 1C<0T D/L/S
lifted from prosunt position to .CUA “Va 1loy, Life
covaOtcd it 1?‘%

A% 0920H, 1/9 vic XD (0{C09 roporteq a helicecpter taking
S/L firoes rHOJ coantored Ulth Iwvm morbers and a“ﬁlllGJVﬁ
At 1100H, 2/3(w) bogan 1if into 1/9%8 position and 1/9
bogarn “hoe rn%urn 1i£t %o VCB. :

it CTLSI, Gj2/3£ holilifted into 179 and B,C/L/9
commnoncod 1ift into VOB, Tho 1i0t was compleotod at
09hsd, AL name DTG 272 was choppoed to 34 Mar, A%t 11.00H,
A/l/9, ocrﬂ“thd VOB For THCH SON LiMe Thoy arrived at
15000 and chopﬁod $0 33 Morinos,
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109 RQSUItS .

a. Tricndly Losscs.

55 USMG EKIA
378 USMC WIAE
L5 USMC WIANE

b, ZIngny Lossoag,

{1) Porsonncl,

(a2) 701 WVA KIA
(b} 5 NVA POW

(2) Yoapons.

(a) 529 mC
(b) 27 CSWC

(3) Equipmont/munitions/strudtures copturcd/dostroyod.

" 3,204 bunkers
.21,538 mortor rounds
3,636 RPG rounds
1,310 RR; rounds
11,876 mines
12,917 grenodes
1,429,838 smrll orms rounds
"1LOT7 rockots
25,053 oxplosivo (1lba)

N ST Ny S

SR B0 00 o0
N b NN s e

() Foodstuffs copturod/dostroyed,

(a) 65,235 1bs rico
(b) 11,811 1bs salt

(5) Modicol supplioss

(a) . 500 ponicillin, bottlos

() lgg streptomycin, bottlcs

(c) 2 vitamin, viels

(dg 110 novocine; empulos

(o 170 morphino, vials :

(f) 1kl cottropine sulphato, vials

(g) 2 chloromycctin, bottlos

(h) - 9 othor, bottlos

(i) 305,000 guazc bandagos
" : moT T:"_
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(6) Misccllonoous.

(a) &8l7 utilitios, sots

(b) 201 swont shirts

\e 301  bolta

fﬂ 00 locthor riflo slings
(£) 155 -paeks

‘ig ' blankots

h) 3

gas mosks

12e Administrotivo mattors.

a. Cortmunicationss

(1) Gchoral. The 9th Marinos Rogimental Communication: .
Platoon aotively supported the rogimental headquartors during
Oporoatict LAMNCASTER TROUSDAIE and LANCASTER TROUSDLLE NORTH,
FM radio and wire/radie rolay systoms woro extensivoly utilized
throughout tho oporctions, During this poriod tho 9th Marincs
Cormunicatlons Platoon supportod a forwurd CP ot FSB WINCHESTER,
o rocar ot VANDEGRIFT COMBLT BASE (VCB), ond a roar at DONG HA
COMBAT BASH« _

: (2) Communications Ccntor. During the latter part of

August end throughout September end the first weelt of October,
the 9th Marines Communications Platoon ontinued to maintain a
communications center at VCB. Task Force FOTEL continued to
guard for the 9th Marines on the teleiype circuit from 34 Mar
Dive 9th Marines provided for supylemental administrative-
message treffiiec as TF HOTEL recceived only tactical traffic,
Due to the establishment of a forward CP at FSB WINCHESTER, it
was nocessoyy to extond the courier service from DONG HA to
accomodate FSB UINCNESTER,

An exclusion’crea was constructed in the COC, at VCB, on 22
Septombor 1968, A socure telctype circuit wes established
botwoon. 9th Marines COC .at VCB and thé 34 Mar Div COC at DONG
T4, utilizing a channcl on the AN/TRC~97, Most downtimé on the
toletypo circuit has beoon duc to a doficiocncy in the KWw7,

Total messego traffic during the operational poriod amountod
tc two thousand sevon hundred and ten (2,710) incoaming mossagos
or.l two hundrod and fifty-tw  (252) outgoing mossagos,

Ty, o
- {3): Wire., During thc poriod of late August through
tho ond-of Soptembor, tho 9th Marincs Communications Platoon
contincd toimaintain an $SB-86 switchboéard at DONG HA COMBAT
TASE dnd two SBe22 switchboards at VCB, Trunk lines havo boon
in ‘conatant uso to TF HOIEL, lst Bn, 9th Morinos and 34 Engincer

Bn,
19 SECRET
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A five pair cablc of WD-Ll/TT wire was installod from 9th Marinos
position at VOB to SIGNAL  Hill, Two pair of these lines are
used for radio relay which permits c¢ommunications between 9th
Marines at VCB and 3d Morines at Camp CARROLL vwia THON SON LAM.

On 16 September the 9th Marines Regimentsl Headquartors
displaced forward to FSB WINCHESTER,., Upon arrivel at FSB
VINCIESTER on SBe=22 switchboard was instelled along with
several locals and hot linos. This wire systom was thon linked
up to tho rodio relay instolletion ot FSB WINCHESTER, thus
forming on intogreotoed wiro/radio rolay aystom,

Upon displacoment back to VCB, 2ll oxisting wire linos at .
FSB WINCHESTLR wore romoved md dostroyod by the wirc porsonnol.
Upon aryival at VOB a complotoly now set of wire lines woro
installod in ordor to pccorcdcte incronsed domands,

(L) Radio., TFM radio communications during the
oporatioial poriod proved to bc highly officiont and oxtromoly
rolinblec. Trom 27 Aug 68 to 16 Scptombor 68 the rogimont usod
the FM radios at VCB tc control the battalions in the fiecld,

On 15 Soptombor 68 on cdvance Party was sont to FSB WINCHZSTIR
(FSBYW) to ostoblish a forward CP, Two tactical ncts ond one
TACP not woro activated by the advance party to insurc that
cammunicotionis would be continuous throughout the command pout
displacoment,” On 16 Septombor 68 the CO!'s group and XOts
group crrived, To furthor facilitiatc the control of sixz (6)
OPCON battalions, an additional tactical not was estoblishod,
This additional not gavo the commending officor throe (3)
tactical notd with two (2) battalions on cach net, In addition,
threo (3) DY~38!s and AN/PRC~77!'s worc always availablc,
onabling the Reogimontel Commandcor to talk in ciphor with his
battelion commondors,

e

The radio scetion opereoted undor £icld combat conditionss
All rodios weoro wotorproofod cnd dug in to protcet them from
adverse wéather and possible attack Tfrom onany mortars gnd
artillory.

_On 1 October the CP at FSBW displaced to VCB, Communications
(FM radio) remained continuous throughout the displacememt, An
‘austere cormend group was then readied for a night helilift

into the DELTA~5 (MAI LOC) area for cordon and search operations.
Communications for this lift was M radioc., Communicabions wcro
continuous and rellability was excellent,

On 5 October frequencies and call signs were changéd; S@?er£l
problems were encountered during the frequency change, The
major problem area was frequency override,

20 SECRET
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(5) Radio Relay, Radio relay communications romdainod
satisfaoctory throughout the opcrations. 3everal tost shots
woro made bhetwoon Camp CARROLL, DOIC Hi, and QUANC TRI, Theseo
shots pioved to bo highly satisfactory. During the first weock
of Sontember o rclay shot'was cstoblished from SICGHAL ZTLL to
the 9th Marines CP at VCB, This circult was unique in the
toctical commuications busincss as we romdted our rogimontol
tactical rodio nets off of the AIl/TRC-27's. This was accomplishe-
by runiiing wirc linos Trom the rcmoto wnit in the COC to~tho
MT/TRCR27 wiich was 2ocdtod noxt to tho '€O0C,  The rodis stonal was
thoen pleled up by tho RE-292 on Sl@ﬁgLvHILL rnd poloyed ovor enc

porcboiie xevicdator to tho reflecting ontenna next to the COC,

On 15 Scptcmber a rclay team wes dispatched to F3DW with -
the advance narty to cstcblish o radio rolay shot (all/TRC-27)
botwoen POBY and THOi S0 LiM. Once nstallod, tho 9th Marines
wore then allocated two channels on the MRC-62 relay shot to
3d Marincs at Camp CARROLL, To offcct this shot a strap over
wos accomplishcd botween the AH/TRC-27 at THO: SO0I LA and tac
LAY /HRC-62, This cnablcd 9th Marines ot FSBW to contact 3d
Marin.s switehboaords Bventually o rcelay shot was cstobliched
which gave us a dircet lino into TI HOTEL. ‘

On 1 October 68, the rorimecwutel CP displaced to VCBe At Ihis
tinc the radio rolay shot from IFSBY to THOH 30 LAM was
discondinucd and the kelay tceanm was scnt back to VOB, Thoe
AN /TRC=~27 shot betwemn TI0iT SO L4l and VOB, SIGHAL dILi,is
still intoct olong with the AN/TRC=27 shot fram SIGNAL HILL
to thc communicaotions bunkelr.

De §UT)'01"7= .

(1) Discussion.

(a) Tho cduinistrative plan was considorod

- adoquate for thc operation, In compliance with a TF HOTEL
diroctive, a Regimental S<ll ropresontiotivo and Sel. roproson—
tativos from the OPCOI Bottolions were located at tho VOB LOC,
The succcss in the control and suporvision of rcsupply
anccomplished during this oporation was a direct result of tho
ligison cstablished at this control pointe During thoe carly
part of the opcration, rcsupply was scvcroly curtailed by tho
untincly arrival of typhoon HLATIN.
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Tho high winds and accompaning roins. causcd the cancollation of
01l rosupplys As the oporation progressed, Long Rongo Petrol
Rotions wore usod to assist battalions ovor subsoquont poriods
of bad woathore N ‘ ' :
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: , (b)’vAll resupply during this 6poration was
accomplishod by air. _ : - ' o

_ " {e) No significont meintoncneo probloms wore
oncountorcd, : :

‘ {d) Tronsportation was provided to tho Rogimon1

‘(0} Casualtios woro first troatod by attuched

" Nowel porsonndl, -Evecuntion from tho fiold was to D Co, 34”7

Modical Battaliom, QUANG TRI, ond from thoro to highor hoode
quartors, ' '

(f) Orgonic mediecl faeilitios within Hoade
quartors Compeny ct the forward CP was adequatc for handling
daily routine sick call.

S (g) Extensive uso was made of hdilcoptor
transportsable bulldozers in the crecation of Firo Support Boscs
(FSB) IEJEUME,. BLACK, SANDY end WIIICHESTER, Tho uso of thoso
troetors anabled thoso FSBs! to bo built more quiclly and
officently thon by hond. . - ,

125' Spocicl Equipmont and Tochnigucs, -

-3

' Tho operation introduccd tho offoctive and sucecssful usc
of tho Coso }50 holicoptor tronsportable tractor. The tractor
was invelucblo for rapid construction of FSBst., In addition,
communicabions innovatidns os noted above served to improve
operations considerobly, :
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11, Commandors Analysis,

The LANCASTER II TROUSDAIZ and TROUSDALE NORTH operation
was one of tho most successful operations of its kind in the
wey to date, Tho 9th Morine Regiment (Roin) condueted
sustained operations in what was proviously considered an
impenotrablo sanctuary in tho donso jungle covorod mountains
of nortiwost QUANG TRI Provinco and tho wostorn DMZ croa.
Combat forcos wero insortcd, and susteincd at holghts abovo
3500 foot, by holicoptor, Tho onory was constantly ongaged
and doalt an ovorwholming dofcat both in the loss of porsonncl
ond supplics, as cvidcnced by the rosults shown throughout
this roport. It is ostimatod that tho-320th NVA Division,
specifieslly tho L8th and 52nd Rogiments, has beon roduced to
combat inoffoctiveness,
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